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Re-understanding the '""Legitimacy' of the Qing Dynasty: Thinking Beyond Sinicization and the

Inner Asia Theory

YANG Nianqun (Institute of Qing History, Renmin University of China; yangnq2011@163-com)

Abstract: The orthodox theory of most dynasties in China is based on Confucian concepts such as
"inheriting the mandate of heaven" and "transforming people to virtue", and this orthodox theory was
mainly inherited and interpreted by the Han nationality. In that respect, the Qing Dynasty was different
from its predecessors. The territory of the Qing empire extended to areas inhabited by a variety of non-
Han people, especially the vast areas in the northwest and southwest. Clearly, the Confucian orthodox
view could not fully accommodate the beliefs and customs of the people in these areas. Thus, how the
Qing Dynasty ruled its frontiers remains an important research topic. This article seeks to elucidate a
new model of legitimacy formed respectively in the heartland and the frontier of Qing territory. The
Qing emperors relied on the Confucian moral education in the heartland but utilized the belief in Tibetan
Buddhism in the frontier areas where the inhabitants were mainly minorities. A new system was thus
established to adapt to the unique situation in which the concept of legitimacy needed to be amended. In
this respect, the meaning of "rule” can be distinguished from that of "governance." "Rule" mainly refers
to the utilization and respect of the imperial power in a set of imaginary symbolic metaphors, while
"governance" bears more technical meaning supported by a profound ideological background.

Keywords: dual legitimacy, rule, governance, ontology and use, manner and worth
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