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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

The Contemporary Value of the Comments on Historical Document by Marx and Engels //
Zhang Naihe

Historical document is not a central question in the works by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. Yet
both have left ample and significant discussions about the topic. They have pointed out that historical
materialism is key to collect document and utilize historical documents. They attached much importance
not only to the form but also to the content of historical documents. They discovered concrete methods
criticized the fallacies and harms resulted from faulty conceptions of history and emphasized social
subjectivity of historical documents and dialectical process of historical conceptualization. As to citation
style Marx and Engels rejected the so-called “false citation issue” raised by some hourgeoisie scholars
and established the principle of dialectical unity of form and content in citation which is still illuminating

for us.

Modern Elements in Traditional Culture: A Perspective from Historiography // Liu Yongxiang
Chen Qitat

Modern Chinese historiography is neither a rejection of traditional Chinese historiography nor a simple
copy of Western ideas. New historians have discovered modern elements in traditional historiography which
served as the internal basis for absorbing progressive elements from foreign cultures. The historical
philosophy of the Gongyang School provided the ideological foundation for the spread of evolutionism. The
people-oriented thought became an important medium for the modernization of historiography in practice.
The enduring tradition of textual criticism nourished new philological research. The old genres of historical
writing had also been inherited and updated. All of these continuities have testified against some assertions.
For example some claim that Chinese historiography has lost its identity in modern transformation. Some
argue that there is a broken link between traditional and modern historiographies. Others believe that
modern historiography is a foreign transplantation. As a matter of fact the national culture-eriented
consciousness has run through the construction of modern Chinese historiography since its very beginning.
Some advocate for historical interpretation and others for historical textual research but both are part of the

same genealogy from traditional historiography.

A Comparative Analysis of Views on “China’ “Grand Unity” and “All-under-Heaven” //
Yang Nianqun

Historians in China have been paying attention to concepts such as the “Grand Unity ” “China ”
and “All-under-Heaven. ” These concepts are entangled with each another yet with their own distinctive

features as well. The concept of “China” emphasizes the origin of Chinese civilization and its influence of
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ethnic groups in surrounding regions. All-under-Heaven more stresses the relationship of governance
between the center and peripheries. The “Grand Unity” speaks more about how the empire establishes its
legitimacy in both ideological and practical senses. Therefore by grasping the three concepts as a whole

we can establish a panoramic view of Chinese history.

The Rules of Rise and Fall: A Reflection of the Great Change in the Jiaqing and Daoguang Period
of the Qing Dynasty // Zhu Hu

In Qing history the Jiaqing and Daoguang period is always regarded as the turning point from
prosperity to decline. In terms of the nature and dynamic mechanism of this change scholars usually hold
three types of view including the dynasty cycle the development of social patterns and the transformation
of traditional society. Yet all these three models have limitations and they cannot accurately portray the
comprehensive scope of the great change in the Jiaqing and Daoguang period. In an attempt to overcome
these limitations we should change perspectives and reorient problem consciousness. Adopting an approach
of historical sociology of practice we should rethink the standard of “change” in this period grasp the
thread of the “change” with integrated thinking and identify the overall pattern of the “change” through a
holistic view. By doing so it will help us to stay away from the previous theoretical pitfalls in our future

empirical research.

A Scholarly Review of Several General Histories of the Republic of China // Yu Heping

Speaking about several published general histories of the Republic of China one may argue that the
editors contributors and some readers have offered various views on historiographical genres historical
content and analogical frameworks. They attempt to include all the aspects and write history holistically.
Yet in practice each book has its own priority. To just name a few some write a political history some
offer a general narrative of the Republican period some frame the modernization as the story line some tell
a generalized history and others argue for the Republic of China as the center of modern Chinese history.
Each approach displays some unique styles and characteristics and they cannot be simply praised or
criticized. However for a general dynastic history of the Republic of China its most important point is to
show how the Republican period is different from the past dynasties which requires more than one story
line. Tt is necessary to highlight its main characteristics of this period: short chaotic foreign new and

recent.

The Trend of Chinese Historiographical Studies and the Future of the Field: An Assessment of
Approved Projects by the National Social Science Fund of China in the Past Decade // Shi Peilei

The National Social Science Fund of China is currently the highest-evel scientific research project in
the field of social sciences in China and it has been playing a significant role in promoting the development
of scholarly disciplines and furthering academic research. By sorting out the projects funded by this national
organization in the past decade (2010 — 2019) this article has identified the trends of scholarly
development of this period one of which is to pursue innovations through various perspectives and
approaches. Young and middle-aged scholars have exhibited a good momentum of development. Judged by

the statistics from the foundation we may argue that the field of Chinese historiography should follow the



