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Rethinking Involution: the Explanation of Growth without Development Phenomenon in Grassroots Governance

Ma Weihong

[ Abstract | In recent decades we are witnessing the enchantment of involution in explaining the phenomenon of growth with-

out development in many fields. This article argues that the generalization and misuse of involution impeded the

theoretical thinking of China’ s social governance and transformation. Based on the analysis of the change of

“involution” itself, and comparing the dynamics of different changes in various situations, this article addresses

the inappropriate use of involution in China’ s urban grassroots governance and suggests a possible theoretical

concept for understanding urban grassroots governance.
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