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Abstract

Swan Islet, located in the old course of the Yangzi River in Shishou, Hubei, central China, was chosen as
a nature reserve first to conserve milu BEJ& (Pere David’s deer) in 1987 and white-fin dolphins H 2% in
1992. The local government then built dikes to protect this area from the annual high water of the Yangzi
River, which turned a considerable amount of riverside wasteland into reclaimable land attractive to the
local farmers. At the same time, more land was needed to feed the fast-growing herds of milu. In the river,
dolphins and fisherfolk compete for resources. Different interests have caused conflicts between the
government, farmers, and fisherfolk. Conflicts between governmental bureaus has made things even more
complicated. With the increasing appeal of wetland preservation, the local government added wetland
preservation to its agenda and applied for financial support from upper-level governments. Attempting to
lure tourists with milu—a “national treasure”—and original wetlands, the local government is hoping to
promote eco-tourism and eventually to boost local economic growth, all in the name of protecting the
environment.
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