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From not Marrying Persons with the Same Surname,
the Same Clan to Close Relatives
Wang Yuesheng

Abstract: This paper mainly analyses the permitted extent of choosing spouse from three levels of
historical perspective. Based on this study, the goals of the institution that prohibited persons to marry
with the same surname were to maintain male lineage inheritance order, bearing and rearing better chil—-
dren were not the basic starting point in the traditional period. Of course ,these rules had decreased prob—
ability of marring between people coming from the same ancestor and objectively played positive effect on
eugenics. The main aim of the institution that prohibited marrying persons with the same clan was totally
out of ethical consideration. So did the institution that prohibited marrying persons with the close rela—
tives. From the folk practice, the institution that prohibited marrying persons with the same clan was well
carried out in the three types, the strict rules that clans drew up provided guarantee for its implement.
The institution that prohibited marrying persons with the same clan were enforced among members with
the blood relations. However the sons and daughters of uncles and aunts were arranged to marry and it
had violated the provisions of the laws in some areas. It is thus clear that the knowledge of harmfulness.
about intermarriage was limited in Chinese public before the modern times.

Keywords: Not Marrying Persons with the Same Surname; Not Marrying Persons with the Same
Clan; Not Marrying Persons with Close Relatives; Institution
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