[ /Kevind. O’ Brien ]

Abstract Common features of the articles by Xueguang Zhou and Jiang Shigong include attention to governance
rather than reform or regime change to informal as well as formal rules and to practice over texts. The essays
differ mainly in their level of abstraction and the reach of their findings. But even here Zhou’s “organizational
practices” are essentially micro-level variants of the broader constitutional principles that Jiang explores. Both
authors make a persuasive case that there are abiding rules that pattern behavior between Chinese political elites

though what these rules are and what distinguishes constitutional principles from other institutions and temporary

political compromises awaits further study.
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